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techniques which can be applied to such
mental improvement efforts. Hopefully.
application of these techniques to real
will facili tate c0t1cem among tAose who
aware of such investigations.

environthe
probl111s
are

In a recent program for Community-School Betterment (Environmental Action Program) which was
conducted for high ability students attending
the Uni versity of Iowa's Secondary Science
Traini ng Program. many co111t1unity-school
research projects were initiated that focused
on the problem of how to improve the quality
of the biological and/or social environment .
within Iowa City. As a result, many of these
inves tigations by these students ranged from
detennining the quality of water in a nearby
creek to how to i ni tiate improvement efforts
in local recreation facilities. The results
of many of these student-initiated investigations follow.
One team of students chos e to conduct research
on the problem of how teachers mi ght improve
environmental studies courses in their schools.
Afte r conducting many interviews wi th a
considerable number of teachers who were
participating in the University of Iowa
Sunmer Insti tute i n Environmental Studies,
the research team concluded that en viron mental studies curricula must help to facilit ate affective development in students as
well as cognitive development. "Are People
Satisfied with the Recreational Facilities
i n Iowa City?" was another student-initiated
i nvestigation. This investigating team
designed questionnaires and conducted interviews with different age groups throughout
the co11111unity regarding the problem of determi ning the quality of recreational facilities.
Another group of students elected to investigate "Attitudes on Further Integration of
Iowa City." An attitude scale was designed
and administered to randQmly selected
subjects who reside in Iowa City. Further,
an i nvestigation of noise pollution was
pe rfonned by another group of students . One
group of students focused its attention on
an assessment of "Attitudes Toward Zero
Population Growth."
In addi tion to the above socially-oriented
investigations, a study was conducted by
another investigating team which attempted
to compare, with a previous study, the
agricultura l runoff i nto Clear Creek near
Iowa City. One student team perfonned an
invest igation into the "Attitudes of Conswners and Retailers of Bottled and Canned
Beve rages in Iowa City Toward Recycling."

"A Comparative Study of the Pollution Levels
in the Iowa River at Iowa City: Past and
Present" was another environmental assesS111ent
study. "Creating a Park or Recreation Area
in Your C0111Tiunity 11 was an attempt to develop
a procedural model for developing recreational
facilities. "A Comparison of Lifestyles
between Urban and Rural Dwellers" was another
investigation which proved to be very effective in creating an awareness among the two
groups that were studied. Finally. one team
investigated "Diversity of Lifestyles in
Re lations hip to Refuse."
The results of most of the above studies were
very interesting. However. the primary aim
of this article is to merely point out that
much can be done within the schools and the
conmunities which will help to create a public
concern about the quality of the environment
we have. T~ be sure, while these investi ga t ions may lack sophistication in research
design and statistical analysis, the important
ingredient has been that of developing an
awareness in people. It's this kind of awareness that perhaps will help to facilitate
action for conmunity-school environmental
improvement efforts. Why not have your
student s i nvesti gate your cOlllllun i ty?

STOM MEETS
The Science Teachers of Missouri ' s spring meeting
will be held at Northeastern Missouri State
University (Kirksville) May 18-20. Activity
sessions to be held at the three day meeting
include: Missouri geology and the energy
crisis; environmental studies; limnology and
spring flora. For further infonnation contact
Ed Ortleb, 5663 Pernod, St. Louis, Missouri
63139.

